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From September 8 to October 8, 2025, Hgial 8 Ll ol 8 o opall Jio
Maat for Peace, Development, and pilnll Gclo Guuwgn A4yl 2025
Human Rights actively participatedin  ojgall ,JLn.cI A ylwill ggaag ainiilig
the 60th session of the United Nations anill gilill Jlwill (§gda gulanl 60
Human Rights Council in Geneva. This uiall Aa Joniig.uatia aoaainll
booklet highlights Maat's key activities il dudigéall LiLAdll juig Cicln il
and the most prominent human rights y 0jgall Jia lguc papll ai
issues the organization focused on
during the session




Maat submitted 5 written statements Gialan 5 dcln Guungn dnad

on the following: 44l dlien digian
 Human Rights Situation in Turkiye Lo A ghwidl ggan »
= Human Rights Situations in the Syrian Arab dyjggnall LA Jlwidl Ggdn gliagl
Republic: With a Focus on Minorities allaill Lle pafll go :dsygull duyell

= Deliberate Starvation Policy in the Gaza Strip djé glhd (A & inll gigaill wliw »

» Role of Mercenaries, Entities Related to R v s
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Mercenaries and Private Military and Security S T e S -
Companies in Exploiting Natural Resources A anlall atinlllg aijpuell Alopullg
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= Targeting Collaborators with the United
Nations and Human Rights Defenders in daainll polll gn Jligleinll wWlagiwl =

Tindouf glwill (ggaa < (Healanllg
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Human Rights Situation in Tiirkiye

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights Association presents this statement to the
60th session of the Human Rights Council, prior to the adoption of Universal Periodic
Review outcomes for Tirkiye, which underwent its fourth review under the UPR. mechanism
on May 6, 2025. This statement focuses on the developments in human nights conditions in
Tirkiye mn the months following the review session, particularly regarding accession to
intemnational treaties and agreements, freedom of the press, peaceful assembly, gender-based
violence, and the nght to be free from torture.

1. Accession to International Treaties and Agreements

Approximately 20 recommendations conceming accession to international human rights
treaties and their optional protocols were submitted during Tirkiye's fourth UPR. review.(1)
Tiirkiye 15 a party to eight out of nine core human rights treaties. However, it has not acceded
to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance. On ancther note, Tirkiye's withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention on
preventing and combating viclence against women and domestic viclence remains in
effect,(2) despite repeated calls for reconsideration. The Turkish government has also taken
no steps toward ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the Arms
Trade Treaty, or the Convention on Cluster Munitions, despite recommendations made
during the fourth review.

Additionally, Tirkive has not completed its accession to the core conventions of the
International Labour Organization (ILO), including ILO Convention No. 189 concerning
domestic workers of 2011 and ILO Convention No. 190 of 2019 on violence and harassment
in the workplace.(3)
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Role of Mercenaries, Entities Related to Mercenaries and
Private Military and Security Companies in Exploiting
Natural Resources

Maat for Peace, Development, and Human Rights Association presents this statement to
focus on the use of mercenaries, foreign fighters, and military and security companies to
control natural resources in Libya. Specific examples include the Africa Corps, which secures
oil fields in southern and eastern Libya under the control of the Libyan Arab Armed Forces,
as well as the involvement of mercenaries from Chad who facilitate gold smuggling out of
Libya. It also highlights the Syrian mercenaries based in Tripols, who have assisted what 13
known as the Government of National Unity in the illegal smuggling of diesel, generating
illicit revenues. The reliance on mercenaries has significantly increased in armed conflicts,
becoming an important tool in resolving many non-international disputes. This role of
mercenaries extends beyond merely tipping the balance of power between conflicting parties;
it also involves securing natural resources for profit. Recent conflicts in the past few years
have witnessed a tremendous surge in the activities of modem mercenaries, represented by
private military and security companies operating i several countries, meluding Libya, the
subject of this statement. Many of these paid fighters are mercenaries, and it is undeniable
that nations contracting private military and security companies for mulitary tasks in conflict
areas represent a modern form of prohibited mercenary activity, contrary to all international
and regional agreements covenng the activities of mercenaries and secunty and mmlitary
companies. The reliance on mercenaries brings about undesirable humamtarian political, and
legal consequences, turning wars into chaos without adhering to any laws and violating
international law.

A/HRC/60/NGO/T2
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Targeting Collaborators with the United Nations and Human
Rights Defenders in Tindouf

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights Association (Maat) presents this statement
regarding the arbitrary practices, intimidation, and reprisals faced by human rights defenders
and activists in the Tindouf refugee camps, as well as those seeking to collaborate with the
United Nations and its bodies and representatives. The Frente Polisario in the Tindouf refugee
camps is responsible for these arbitrary practices, functioning as a non-governmental entity
supported militarily, security-wise, and administratively by the Algerian government. This
arrangement constitutes a clear violation of international law and has led to widespread and
systematic human rights violations against the civilian population within the camps. Despite
Algeria's obligations under international law as a hosting state, it continues to facilitate these
grave violations and exploit the situation for political gain, disregarding the dire conditions
of the refugees.

This statement highlights the extensive violations committed by the Frente Polisario, in
collusion with Algeria, particularly the restrictions imposed on human rights defenders. Maat
views these restrictions not as incidental but as systematic practices by the leaders of the
Frente Polisario, in collusion with the Algerian authorities, aimed at closing the civil space
available to these defenders and preventing their communication with the United Nations and
its representatives. This contradicts the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted by
the UN General Assembly under resolution 144/53.

Deliberate Starvation Policy in the Gaza Strip

Since the introduction of the new aid mechanism in Gaza in May 2025 by the Israeh
occupation authority, with the assistance of security companies, a deliberate starvation policy
has been implemented in the Gaza Strip. This has led to the deaths of hundreds of civilians
seeking and waiting for assistance at distribution points in Gaza. Furthermore, the Israeli
occupation authority has destroyed hundreds of trucks loaded with food and medical supplies,
preventing them from reaching the population in Gaza, thereby depriving residents of access
to basic necessities such as food. water. and medicine. in clear violation of the Fourth Geneva
Convention. The use of starvation by Israel in Gaza as a weapon of war has reached
unprecedented levels. According to recent estimates, one-quarter of children in Gaza aged
between 6 months and 5 vears, as well as pregnant and lactating women, suffer from
starvation and malnutrition. Additionally, patients and healthcare workers are currently
struggling to survive due to hunger.(1) The ongoing blockade, the prevention of humanitarian
aid, and the obstruction of relief efforts are evidence of the occupation authorities’ deliberate
use of starvation as a tool for mass killing and genocide.

L Deliberate Starvation Policy by Israeli Occupation Authority:

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights Association (Maat) observes that the Israeli
occupation authority has significantly increased all forms of starvation against the population
in the Gaza Strip from March 2025 to July 2025. The occupation authority deliberately
imposes strict restrictions on the entry of humanitarian aid, including food supplies, delays
the passage of shipments, and destroys or intercepts trucks. This policy has led to deliberate
starvation in Gaza, which has been warned against by numerous international organizations,
including the World Health Organization, which announced on July 23, 2025, that the
situation in Gaza amounts to mass famine due to the imposed aid blockade.

Human Rights Situations in the Syrian Arab Republic: With
a Focus on Minorities

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights Association presents this statement
regarding the human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic, focusing on the arbitrary
practices affecting minorities. This is particularly relevant following the events in the Syrian
coast that resulted in the deaths of hundreds of civilians, alongside rising rates of terrorism
and violence against the Christian minority in the Syrian Arab Republic under the new Syrian
government. This statement also addresses the phenomenon of foreign fighters in the Syrian
Arab Republic and the associated risks of impunity for perpetrators.

I. Events in the Syrian Coast:

The frequency of violations and arbitrary practices in areas inhabited by minorities i the
Syrian Arab Republic has increased, particularly against the Druze and Alawite minorities,
following the departure of the previous government on December §, 2024. Maat for Peace,
Development and Human Rights Association notes that forces aligned with the new Syrian
government, in collaboration with foreign armed groups, are involved in these violations.
The coastal region of the Syrian Arab Republic has witnessed significant tensions alongside
widespread violence, leading to the deaths of over 1,700 people, mostly civilians belonging
to the Alawite minority, including women, the elderly, and children, according to unofficial
statistics (1) Despite the new Syrian government's repeated commitments to protect minority
rights and hold perpetrators accountable (2) the reality on the ground continues to see a rise
in sectarian violence and collective violations against minorities, without effective measures
for prevention, reparation, or justice for victims' families. Incidents of murder, arbitrary
detention, and forced displacement, particularly against members of the Alawite minority,
are recurring, amid a lack of accountability for perpetrators. This raises serious questions
about the sincerity of the government’s declared commitments and reinforces a climate of
impunity and absence of transitional justice.
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Maat for Peace’ participation in informal
consultations on draft resolutions:

Maat participated in a number of informal consultations on draft
resolutions at the 60th session, the most important of which were:

1- Draft Resolution on promoting and protecting economic, social
and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities

2- Draft Resolution on “from rhetoric to reality: a global call for
concrete action against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and
related intolerance”

3- Draft Resolution on the promotion and protection of the human
rights of women and children in conflict and post-conflict situations
4- Draft Resolution on promoting international cooperation to
support national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and
follow-up

5- Draft Resolution on cooperation with the United Nations, its
representatives and mechanisms in the field of human rights
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side events on the sidelines of the 60th session

Maat organized 4 side events on the sidelines of the 60th
session, both in person and online.

1- A side event entitled “"Towards Sustainable Human Development
in Africa: Social Inclusion, Reducing Disparities, and Promoting Local
Dynamics”, in partnership with the African Union ECOSOCC, CIDH, the

Sahara Observatory, and the UN NGO Major Group.

60 &jgall yiwola e duilall aldleall

60 4jgall yunla wic awlhh alillea 4 u.an dnhi
Solfial gl snaub Jauy cl

aall . cloinlll aloadl LLCIJJ.CI|UCICLD|J.L|.I.LD dJ i dinii gai” -1
20 dalpnll go Jgleill “dilanll Glnlisall jjeig aliglaill o
diiglig ,_,.CI.IJ.CI.IJI:IJJ.IJ.I l_.,C|L¢:|.|Jlg < lniallg Salniaill gulanll

UNg .cljanll anjng., LLCI.I_].CI| JLoui A Jluwildl ggaslalatunll
.NGO Major Group




2- a side event titled “"Human Rights in Sudan” at the United dala go “glagull _a glwidl (ggda” Jlgies duily dilleq -2
Nations Palace in Geneva, on the sidelines of the 60th session of «dlia 6aainll poill g

the Human Rights Council
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3- A side event titled “Human Rights in the United States of
Al _a dyianll abyall jgaal le Gjby “day ol

America”, which focused on the deterioration of civil liberties in
the country.
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Nada Khader

Executive Director of Westchester
People’s Action Coalition (WESPAC)

Since January 2025, we have witnessed a
disturbing expansion of the presidential powers to
suppress demonstrations in the United States. New

executive orders have strengthened the
authorities’ ability to deport and detain asylum
seekers and refugees. Furthermore, the use of
institutions and the Department of Justice to
target political opponents undermines confidence
in the US’ democratic institutions. ‘ ‘
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Raza Ahmad Rumi

Distinguished Lecturer at The City
University of New York

te

Activists and journalists are subjected to
repression and the use of force, alongside the
shrinking space for civil society. In addition to US
funding cuts to International Organizations, which
have had a serious impact on crisis response. US
technology companies are being used by Israel for
political purposes without oversight, as well as
using Al to subject independent media outlets to
censorship and abuse. “
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\ Suad Abdel Aziz

‘}j Human rights lawyer and legal
:.“* advocate for liberation movements
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By not submitting to the UPR, the United States is
stripping itself of international norms. Outside the
country, itis assuming the role of a peace
mediator, but inside the US is persecuting pro-
Gaza demonstrators, who have been subjected to
surveillance, criminal sanctions, and terrorism
charges. Itis also the primary funder of genocide
in many countries, by expanding its arms exports
to countries of armed conflict.
i
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Mira Farash

Deputy Director of the International
Human Rights Mechanisms Unit at

Maat for Peace

The United States has withdrawn from the Human
Rights Council and is highly selective in accepting
visits from UN Special Rapporteurs. In addition to
not being subject to UPR in November 2025, The
United States has also ratified only three of the
nine international treaties. Despite its ratification
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the United States faces serious deficiencies

“ in civil liberties.

Aly (Guest) & ‘Abdel Aziz (Guest) ' Mohamed Sawy (Guest) &
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Fathi (Guest) &
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As part of the activities of the 60th session, Maat conducted a
training titled "Youth for Peace: Advocacy for the Promotion of
Peace and Avenues of Cooperation with the United Nations.”
The training was organized in cooperation with the Swiss
School of Business and Management in Geneva (SSBM), the
Network of the Independent Commission for Human Rights in
North Africa (CIDH), and the International Alliance for Peace and
Development in Geneva (IAPD). The training concluded with
youth participants presenting their ideas to promote peace.
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Studies issued by Maat for Peace during the 60th session 60 Ajgall (Ju5 Cicln Guugn Lg.'l'j:.ni Sul dlwljall

Maat issued a study titled Jlgisa duwlja dclo Gunugn L“leni
“Ruthless and Unethical Guards: How Mercenaries Jueiwl A ddjipnll jga ok 1h ggajhin gulj3”
Exploit Natural Resources amid Armed Conflicts” “"dalunll Gleljill lgbu_n A dieuhll ajlgall
The study aims to track mercenary activities in armed conflict Ghlin uq ddjipnll abhdil 2iii dwljall Wdagimig
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exploitation of natural resources. It also highlights the impact JLT &wljall jpd Los .aueuhll ajlgall JU<iml
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civilians and on delaying the implementation of the Sustainable
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Armed Conflicts

A Study Issued by Maat for Peace, Development, and Human Rights




Weekly updates on social media

On a weekly basis, updates were published containing the
most prominent human rights issues; The country and
thematic issues that were discussed during the session, in

addition to the speeches of speakers from countries and
experts, and the outcomes of the session.

" Elections are acruciol test of governments’ commitment
to freadom of expression, assembly, and the rule of law
"As Ethiopla approaches next year' s elections, | am
concerned about arbitrary arrests of journallsts and
recont kaws that may restrict freedom of assoclation and
expression.”
= Volker Tirk, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

The deteriorating human rights situation in
Afghanistan
“Tolibon authorities are engaging in proctices thot
include public killings and corpotal punishment, and
restricting civic space and the media... The
humaonitarian crisis is exacerboted by forced returns,
and most returnees have no property or occess to work.”
- Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for

Human Rights

Civil society lacks adequate funding to carry out its
role In documenting violations

“Clvil soclety plays an important role, but It does not
recelve adequate funding from doners. Information
gathering is hampered, os are ottempts to destroy or
tamper with documents, and accesz to thiz information
and data is obstructed.”
= Special Rapporteur on truth, justice, reparation and
guaranteas of non-recurrence

rWeek 1 - 60th Session of the Human Rights Council? I

The suffering of the people of Myanmar is increasing

"We have gathered evidence of miiitary detention of political
opponents without foir trial, as well oz systematic torture of
detainees through beatings and gang rape.”
= Nicolos Koumyjian, Head of the independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar

The Arab Croup condemns the israeli attack on Doha,
while the West turns a blind eye

"We condemn the unjust targeting of the State of Qatar. This
represents a clear violation of established intermational norms
and undermines reglonal peace and stabliity. Regarding the
occupied Gazo Strip, we affirm that any ottampt to legitimize
the illegal occupotion is unacceptoble.”

- Algera's representative on behall of the Arab Group

Calls for reforms to enhance developing countries’
equitable participation in global decision-making

. W
“structural inequalities remaln deep In the global economic .
system, Developing countries find themselves constrained [ .
in their integration into markets and participotion in - ST
decizion-making.” Y [—
- Independent Expert on a democratic and equitable
Z
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[I:Neek 2 - 60th Session of the Human Rights Councilj,-l

The deteriorating conditions of youth in the Gaza Strip

Y “The protection of extractive sites and exploitation of
natural rescurces by actors associated with
mercenaries and private military and security
companies often involves contracts, financial
payments, concessions, or use of violence.”
Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries

“In Goza, we see young people climbing rocks to find @ means
of communication.”
Nada Al-Nashif, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights

The Council held an urgent debate on the Israeli military aggression agasinst the State of Qatar on September 16th, at the
request of Pakistan and Kuwait

“Targeting a state that acts as a mediator not only
undermines the negotiation process, but also wastes
opportunities to save lives and achleve peoce.”
Qatar's representative in Geneva

“The lsraeli attack on the negotiators in Doha on
September 9 constituted a flagrant viclation of
international law, an assault on regional peace and
stability, and a blow to the integrity of mediation and
negotiation processes around the world.”

High Commiissioner for Humon Rights

A just transition on climate change croates new job paths

“There are problems with the lack of support from local
communities for reintegration and the
| overrepresentation of people of African descent in the
criminal justice system.”
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

“Implementing the Paris Agreement alone could create 18
million new jobs by 2030, while broader just transition
policies could generate around 100 million jobs.”
Peggy Hicks, Director of Thematic Engagement ~ Special
Procedures and Right to Development Division, OMCHR

#HRC60 //
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