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Introduction

Peace is a basic foundation upon which societies and peoples are built, and without it,
countries cannot rise and flourish with the qualities of development and prosperity.
Accordingly, the General Assembly declared May 16 of each year “International Day for
Living Together in Peace,” in the context of its keenness to “mobilize the efforts of the
international community to promote peace, tolerance, solidarity, understanding, and
interdependence, and to express the desire of members of society to live and work
together, united despite their differences to build a world that enjoys peace, solidarity
and harmony!” Despite these motivational efforts to mobilize people towards advancing
peace and global harmony, some countries were not spared from armed conflicts that
resulted in decades of devastation and instability, while the citizen was the main victim
of those conflicts, which did not take into account the limits of international law
obligated to protect innocent civilians and their public facilities during times of war and
crisis.

And no area in the Arab region was free from experiencing these conditions during a
certain period of time, and some of them are still experiencing these conditions until
today, as is the case in the states of Palestine and Sudan, while the former suffers from
an Israeli occupation that has lasted for more than 75 years and its fires flared up again
on October 7. 2023, the other suffers from a civil war that has been raging for more than
a year after it was ignited by armed militias in mid-April 2023.

The situation did not stop at the point of “conflict” Rather, these crises went beyond this
scope, leading to the commission of “war crimes and the crime of genocide,” destroying
not only the rights of the two peoples, but also entire generations, eliminating their
dignity, their lives, their hopes, and their future, as described by the United Nations
expert on the human rights situation in Sudan, “it is the destruction of a country in a way
that is humiliating to people?” while the United Nations Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory expressed these crimes by saying that
“the occupied Palestinian territory is surrounded by a cycle of violence that cannot be
stopped, and no Palestinian is safe under Absolute Israeli control".3
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In this context, Maat Association for Peace, Development and Human Rights sought to
shed light on the violations that the Arab region is suffering from and which make any
attempts to impose peace in the region incapable. This comes out of its belief in the
importance of documenting these violations in an effort to mobilize the international
community to support the Arab efforts made in this area. In addition to the need to listen
to the voices of civil society, which plays a vital role in these two crises in order to
strengthen global solidarity to stop wars and establish peace and harmony.

First: Armed conflicts in the Arab region and their impact on the human rights situation
(the two-state model of Palestine and Sudan)

During the past year, the Arab region witnessed two of the most violent and brutal
conflicts, violating all international rules and laws that contradict the permissibility of the
blood of innocents, premeditated murder, and other inhumane violations committed
against the Sudanese and Palestinian peoples. The two countries suffer from an almost
non-existent human rights situation, and the perpetrators are not subject to any type of
punishment that deters such actions, in light of urgent calls and mounting denunciations
to stop the fighting and violence immediately in order to preserve the remaining lives.

* The human rights situation in Sudan:
The Sudanese war is entering its thirteenth month after it began in mid-April 2023, with
it reaching more than 70% of the country’s area. The war has left no room to provide any
situation that allows preserving even the basic rights of individuals, not to mention
violating them in the most heinous ways that harm civilians to the extent of war crimes
and crimes against humanity ranged from premeditated murder, forced detention, the
use of sexual violence as a weapon of war, and child recruitment *.

— War crimes, including genocide, caused the deaths of more than 17,000 people
according to announced numbers, while the real numbers for the total of deaths
are expected to be higher than that®. This is in addition to the displacement of
more than 11 million people from 9 states, with about 8.1 million Sudanese fleeing
their homes, including 1.8 million who fled outside the country.®

— Itis difficult for the Sudanese people to enjoy the most basic rights, including their
right to food, health, education, and housing, after war attacks targeted all state

https://tinyurl.com/3vuzjhz3 asiall ae¥l ¢ a sdll (o 2 30 aial Janll g;af\ asinall e g glanill a8 s gl slule 1Y) (B s (i sia 4
https://tinyurl.com/56d68j8¢ .2024 Ji xl cdaije s 518 ¢ Jlen SLaBY) 5 i asuadl | jall (e ple O
https://tinyurl.com/pua3cbk3 .2024 (e cabadl o sl el e s 55 50 2 dasld i 2K olasad) | iludlls Jleall e e sy 365 ©

2

WWW.maatpeace.org


https://tinyurl.com/3vuzjhz3
https://tinyurl.com/56d68j8c
https://tinyurl.com/pua3cbk3

D |
e b L )
Maat For Peate, Development, and Human Rights

facilities indiscriminately, as about 10% of residential buildings, 40% of markets,
and 60% of vital buildings and installations in the capital were bombed. Including
the Presidential Palace, parts of the Army General Command, a number of
museums, historical buildings, ministries, and governmental and private bodies,
some of which burned completely. More than 70% of the schools, universities,
institutes, and specialized higher governmental and private colleges in Khartoum
were completely or partially vandalized, which exposed 19 million Sudanese
students to loss an entire academic year. A full academic year. Moreover, more
than 60% of the country's regions suffer from a scarcity of electricity, water, and
communications services.’

— More than a third of the country's population suffers from acute hunger at a rate
of 17.7 million, which exceeds acute food insecurity, in addition to the presence
of increasing indicators and warnings of a possible famine in the country,
according to the Famine Early Warning System Network, as there are 4.9 million
people on the brink of famine. This will result in the proportion of children under
the age of five and pregnant and lactating women suffering from acute
malnutrition reaching 4.9 million in 2024.2

- With regard to public health, widespread diseases have become an associated part
of life, in addition to limited or almost non-existent access to basic health services
and supplies. As of February 2024, the number of people infected with cholera
reached more than 10,000, 5,000 cases of measles, about 8,000 cases of dengue
fever, and more than 1.2 million clinical cases of malaria®. Hospitals and health
centers were not spared the scourge of war, as about 70 to 80% of hospitals in the
states affected by the conflict are not functioning, in addition to the lack of medical
and operating supplies due to attacks or theft and looting, which leads to the
withdrawal of medical teams.°

— According to documentation by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, there are 60 incidents of conflict-related sexual violence, involving at least
120 victims across the country, the vast majority of whom are women and girls,
with the Rapid Support Forces documented committing 81% of these crimes. This
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came with the office indicating that “these numbers do not largely reflect

reality.”*?

e The human rights situation in Palestine

The Gaza Strip has witnessed Israeli aggressive attacks in an unprecedented manner for
nearly eight months, after they began last October 7. The violation of the rights of the
Palestinian citizen did not come as a natural result of the course of the war, but rather
was a deliberate policy by the occupation forces, as they deliberately destroyed any path
that could cling to this citizen can complete his normal life, whether with housing, health,
education, or other basic rights that have not left a single day in 7 months without being
violated.

— The death toll as a result of the aggressive attacks on the Gaza Strip reached
more than 34,971 dead and 78,641 wounded, in addition to the presence of
more than 10,000 people still under the rubble and have not been recovered
yet12
forces are cases of mass arbitrary detention and torture inside prisons,

. Among other crimes against humanity committed by the occupation

including of women and children®3, in addition to the escalation of rape and
sexual violence against women in Gaza.'*.

— According to the last census conducted in January at the beginning of the year,
the number of people displaced as a result of the attacks reached about 1.9
million people, a percentage that includes 85% of the total population of the
Strip at the end of 2023, which makes this large number present in very limited
spaces in a way that threatens people’s enjoyment of their basic rights “the

"15in addition to this large number, at the beginning

right to adequate housing
of April, approximately 150,000 people were displaced from Rafah, out of

300,000 in various parts of the Strip, after the threats they received from the
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Israeli army to evacuate the place in order to begin expanding its military
operations there. 1®

— - 88,868 buildings were destroyed, ranging from 31,198 buildings completely
to 16,908 severely damaged buildings and 40,762 moderately damaged
buildings. This represents about 35% of the total buildings in the Gaza Strip,
and an estimated 121,400 damaged housing units. '’/

— As for food security, the acute food insecurity threshold of famine has been
exceeded. There are 1.1 million people in Gaza, who have completely
exhausted their food supplies and coping capacities and are suffering from
catastrophic hunger and starvation, which constitutes half of the population in
Gaza, which has caused High death rate due to hunger. 2

— With regard to the health system, the occupation deliberately destroyed it
completely. It targeted 36 hospitals and approximately 160 health care centers
1% leaving 84% of the health facilities in Gaza destroyed, with the direct
targeting and executions of medical personnel, which claimed the lives of 484
of its members?°, leaving more than 730 thousand people in the Gaza and
North Gaza regions without real health services.?!

— The occupation forces eliminated the right of more than 368 thousand students
to education by completely or partially destroying 7 universities, 97 schools
completely, and 295 other schools partially, and 75% of the school buildings
were damaged. The occupation also destroyed 215 nursery schools, equivalent
to half of their number in the sector. ??
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"Statistics of the human rights situation in the two countries"

EEANE

Total deaths 35 thousand

Sudan
17 thousand

Total displacement 1.9 million displaced

people

11 million displaced people

About 35% of the total
buildings in the Gaza
Strip were destroyed

10% of residential buildings, 40%
of markets, and 60% of vital
buildings and installations were

bombed

84% of health facilities
were destroyed

Health institutions

Destroyed buildings

About 70 to 80% of hospitals
were destroyed

Educational institutions 7 universities were
completely destroyed,
97 schools were
completely destroyed,
295 other schools were
partially destroyed, and
215 nursery schools

were destroyed.

Destroying 70% of schools,
universities, institutes and
higher colleges

Food security 1.1 million people are

on the brink of famine

4.9 million on the brink of
famine

Second: Arab efforts to support the foundations of peace building in the region

The impact of the war on the two countries was not limited to just their borders, but the
echo of the war was heard to all countries of the world, specifically the neighboring
countries in the Arab region, and due to the intensity of the damage expected from the
continuation of the war in the two countries on the possibility of achieving peace in the
region, the group of Arab countries sought to make wide-ranging efforts and enter into
negotiations with western countries regarding a basic and main goal and the first basic

pillar in building peace in the region, which is a "ceasefire".
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The most important of these efforts in light of the aggressive attacks on the Gaza Strip
are:

— On November 11, 2023, the Arab Islamic Summit held its extraordinary session,
which was held in Riyadh specifically to discuss developments in the situation
in the Palestinian Gaza Strip. The summit’s draft resolution included several
axes, including the following?3:

1. Breaking the siege of Gaza, and imposing the immediate entry of Arab,
Islamic, and international humanitarian aid convoys, including food,
medicine, and fuel, into the Strip.

2. Supporting all steps Egypt takes to confront the consequences of the brutal
Israeli aggression on Gaza, and supporting its efforts to bring aid into the
Gaza Strip in an immediate, sustainable and sufficient manner.

3. Demanding the Security Council to take a decisive and binding decision that
imposes a cessation of aggression and curbs the colonial occupation
authority that violates international law.

4. Calling on all countries to stop exporting weapons and ammunition to the
occupation authorities that are used by their army and terrorist settlers to
kill the Palestinian people.

5. Requesting the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court to initiate an
immediate investigation into the war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed by Israel against the Palestinian people, assigning the General
Secretariats of the organization and the League to follow up on its
implementation, and establishing a joint specialized legal monitoring unit
that documents the lIsraeli crimes committed in the Gaza Strip Since
October 7th.

- On March 20, 2024, the foreign ministers of Egypt, Jordan, Qatar, and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia met with US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken in Cairo, to discuss
truce negotiations, ways to stop the ongoing Israeli war on Gaza, and the necessity
of introducing aid to the Strip while developing an Arab vision for a peace plan to
a comprehensive regional plan that begins with ending the war on the Gaza Strip
and then launching a path that leads to the establishment of a Palestinian state,
in exchange for broad Arab normalization with Israel .>*
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— On April 3, 2024, the Council of the League of Arab States held an extraordinary
session at the level of permanent delegates, headed by Mauritania, the current
President of the League Council, and at the request of the State of Palestine
and the support of a number of Arab countries. The meeting touched on a
range of issues?:

1. Arab and international action to stop the crime of genocide and the policy of
starvation and displacement committed by Israel against the Palestinian people.

2. Arab and international action within the framework of the political solution to the
Palestinian issue.

3. Arab and international action in light of the ongoing Israeli threats of an imminent
invasion of the city of Rafah, which is home to more than 1.5 million displaced
Palestinians and citizens, in addition to Israel’s intransigence and refusal to
implement Security Council resolutions related to the ceasefire and the entry of
humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip, the latest of which is Resolution No. (2728).
), which demanded an immediate ceasefire during the holy month of Ramadan.

Some Arab efforts were directed towards resolving the Sudanese crisis, as follows:

— Cairo presented four ceasefire initiatives, the first of which was one day after
the outbreak of war on April 16, and then developed them later, and included
several axes?®:

1. Aceasefire according to a timetable that allows the withdrawal of the forces
of both parties from the streets and facilities, provided that a committee
from the European Union and the African Union is established to monitor
this process.

2. Forming another committee for both sides of the Sudanese military
component regarding resuming discussions on the integration process
between them, and removing the points of disagreement that caused the
clashes.

3. Forming an Arab-African committee whose tasks will be to bring viewpoints
closer together, by arranging a meeting in a neutral capital.
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— The Arab League held a meeting of permanent delegates at the Arab League
headquarters regarding these clashes, in addition to holding three emergency
meetings to discuss the Sudanese issue at the level of Arab foreign ministers?’
On May 1, 2024, the League of Arab States issued Resolution No. 8913, issued
by its Council meeting in its resumed session chaired by Egypt, regarding
developments in the situation in the Republic of Sudan, which emphasized?®:

1. Immediately cease all hostilities, without restrictions or conditions, and
strengthen adherence to the truce.

2. Condemning in the strongest terms the targeting of civilians and civilian
facilities, especially medical ones, and the killing of civilians, regardless of their
nationalities, and warning of the consequences and repercussions of such
actions.

3. Demanding the preservation of the sanctity of diplomatic missions and the
safety and security of the crews working in them, in line with the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, and warning against any violation
of them in what is considered a violation of the rules of international law.

4. Member States’ readiness to provide all forms of emergency humanitarian
support, medical and food aid through specialized ministerial councils and in
coordination with national Sudanese authorities and international and regional
organizations.

— The “Jeddah Platform,” sponsored by the governments of Saudi Arabia and the
United States, which achieved some successes that almost brought the country
closer to peace through indirect negotiations between the delegations of the
army and the Rapid Support, such as the May 11 round in which it was agreed
to withdraw the Rapid Support from residential homes for Sudanese citizens
and hospitals.?*

Despite these efforts, it can be said that the Arab League has failed to carry out the role
assigned to it to resolve major Arab issues, at the forefront of which is the Palestinian
and Sudanese issue, for many reasons, including the defect in its organizational structure
and the expansion of its administrative apparatus, systems, and organizations.
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Third: The role of Arab civil society in the peacebuilding process in the Arab region
Civil society continues to prove day after day that it is a major player in the peace-
building plan, and it confirms this in all ways through its effective roles that we witness
in all wars and crises, including its extremely important role in the crisis of the states of
Palestine and Sudan.

* Civil society during the Israeli attacks on Gaza:
Since the first days of the war, 108 civil society organizations began denouncing what
they classified as a “war crime” at the hands of the occupation forces and all countries
cooperating with them. They also continued to call on the international community to
protect civilians and put pressure on Israel to comply with international law stipulated in
the Geneva Conventions.*°
After the campaigns of discrimination and racism that content supporting the Palestinian
cause was subjected to, it began monitoring these violations, as the Arab Center for the
Development of Social Media documented, in the first four days of the attacks, 19,000
tweets of a violent nature out of 23,000 tweets in the Hebrew language on the Twitter
platform. It was not limited to just documentation, but it charged social media
companies with the need to recognize their critical role and responsibility in the region,
and to adhere to the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
as well as international laws related to protecting human rights to freedom of
expression, to ensure respect and protection of Palestinian voices on their platforms.3!

e Civil society during the Sudanese crisis:

Civil society has been working on the internal and external arenas, launching urgent
appeals to the international community to denounce the suffering of the people and
raise warnings of a humanitarian catastrophe in Sudan due to the war, in addition to
documenting the violations and crimes occurring on the ground. The matter was not
limited to inside Sudan, but Sudanese organizations also worked from abroad, such as
an organization based in Uganda, which documented cooperation with the United
Nations Integrated Mission to Support the Transitional Phase in Sudan (UNITAMS)
through a number of joint activities. 32
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As for the internal level, in the first days of the war, it tried to reach a temporary truce
between the Sudanese army and the Rapid Support Forces that would last for 10 days,
during which they could provide corridors for civilians to cross, and even create buffer
zones for them to live within 10 kilometers33. This is in addition to a number of campaigns
promoting war violations of the rights of the Sudanese people and employing social
media for this purpose.

*  White flags campaign in Sudan
A group of journalists and activists worked to organize this campaign with the aim of
calling for peace and stopping the ongoing war in the country. The campaign takes
several forms, such as raising white flags on rooftops and marching with them in car
convoys, or changing personal photos on personal accounts on social media to an image
of the white flag.3*
Fourth: Recommendations

— We call for the necessity of an immediate and unconditional ceasefire in both
countries as one of the first pillars of peace in the Arab region.

— The Arab League must take more stringent decisions to challenge these violations
that affect all humanitarian laws and treaties and prevent any attempts to bring
about peace.

— The need for the international community to put pressure on the warring parties
and impose strict sanctions that combat the war crimes and crimes against
humanity they commit.

— International support must be mobilized and provided to all Palestinian and
Sudanese civil society organizations and their representatives in general in order
to support their efforts, which is considered a basic condition for supporting the
peace-building process in the Arab region.

— Arab countries must take into account, within the framework of their efforts, the
importance of supporting affected victims and not neglect their duty to contain
these innocent people by providing support in all possible ways.
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